GEN MS 16 Joseph Porter Papers Finding Aid by USM Special Collections
University of Southern Maine 
USM Digital Commons 
Search the General Manuscript Collection 
Finding Aids General Manuscript Collection 
2008 
GEN MS 16 Joseph Porter Papers Finding Aid 
USM Special Collections 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/manuscript_finding_aids 
 Part of the Cultural History Commons, Other History Commons, and the United States History 
Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Joseph Porter Papers, Special Collections, University of Southern Maine Libraries. 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the General Manuscript Collection at USM Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Search the General Manuscript Collection Finding Aids by an 













JOSEPH PORTER PAPERS 
GEN MS 16 
 
 
Total Boxes: 1 





2005; rev. 2008 
 
 























Joseph Porter Papers * Special Collections, University of Southern Maine Libraries 
Administrative Information 
 
Provenance:  This collection was found in Glickman Library Room 321, when it was the 
Special Collections reading room. It was there before Susie Bock arrived in May 1999. 
No further information has been found. 
 
Ownership and Literary Rights: The Joseph Porter Papers are the physical property of 
the University of Southern Maine Libraries.  Literary rights, including copyright, belong 
to the creator or his legal heirs and assigns.  For further information, consult the Head of 
Special Collections. 
 
Cite as: Joseph Porter Papers, Special Collections, University of Southern Maine 
Libraries. 
 
Restrictions on access: None 
 
Microform/Digital Versions: None 
 
 
Description of the Papers 
 
These papers of Joseph Porter, ship captain from Freeport, Maine, span the years 1809 
– 1924, but essentially document the travels of his ship the Eliza Ann in the years 1809-
1812. Consisting of 55 original documents, 1 photograph and 12 transcripts and/or 
clippings, the material is composed of correspondence, accounts, cargo lists, crews 
lists, receipt for wages, port forms from Liverpool, England and Norfolk, Virginia, A Bill 
of Health and a Roll of Equipage.There is documentation on Porter’s ship America in 
1815 and the building of a corvett (vessel of war) in 1816. The firm of S. & S. Porter, run 
by Captain Porter’s brothers in Portland, Maine, and other U.S. and British merchants, 
are represented in the correspondence. An 1887 photograph of a wheel shop in 
Portland, Maine is identified with the Porter family; a clipping on the log of the Eliza Ann, 
one relating to Mrs. Lois Cushing Porter, and four transcripts of 1811 correspondence 
complete the collection. 
 
 
Folder                 Description 
     Chronological Files: 
 1      1809 
 2      1810 
 3      1811 March-July 
 4      1811 August – November 
 5      1812 
 6      1815-1816 
 7      1817-1818 & undated 
 8     Photograph, 1887 
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Folder                 Description  
    Clippings: 
 9      [Christian Science] Monitor: Log of the Eliza Ann, 1924 
10      Mrs. Lois Cushing Porter, 1882 
11     Note, typed: The Ship America, undated 
12     Transcripts, hand written, 1811 
